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6 November 1945 


MEMORANDUM FOR MAJOR GENERAL H. A. CRAIG, OPD 

MAJOR GENERAL E. R. QUESADA, AAF 
MAJOR GENERA W. G. WYMAN, AGF 
COLONEL J. M. ROAMER, ASF 
BRIGADIER GENERAL JOHN MAGRUDER, SSU 

SUBJECT: Committee to Study War Department Intelligence 

Activities. 


1. Mr. Lovett has directed me to inform you that 
the preliminary report of the Committee, dated 3 November 
1945, has been approved by the Secretary of War. 

2 . Mr. Lovett has also advised that a new Committee 
will be appointed to consider intelligence reorganisation 
within the Army and War Department. 


CARTER W. CLARKE 
Brigadier General, GSC 
Deputy Chief, MIS 


OSD HAS NO OBJECTION TO DECLASSIFICATION AND RELEASE. 


OSD review(s) completed. 



Approved For Release 2002/08/28 : CIA-RDP90-00610R00010^gp6g£g^£^ 



Approved For Release 2002/08/28 : CIA-RDP90-00610R000K 


5 November 1945 


memorandum for the secretary of war. 


SUBJECTS 


Preliminary Report of Oo»ittee ^pointed to Study 
War Department Intelligence 


The undersigned s P e °?; al 5°ted 22 0ctobe? P 1945 (Tab A) 
order of the Secretary of W , cert aln intelligence matters 

to advise the Secretary d including the formulation 

more fully set forth In said order, Inc xua: Qf 

of a plan for War Departmen proposed organization 

foreign intelligence, the e J* s ^lices Unit, now attached to 
of G-2, A-2 and the Strategic Service s Unit, . ^ ^ ^ ture 

the Office of the. Assist ant Se« >re ^ Qf &11 inte iiigence 

use or disposition t. nat sj t ent The Committee was 

3 1945 * 

in the limited time ^^YaSd/at 

the committee has made d ± t he secretary’s order* 

of the various subjects cove: red^: in^^ committQ e. By means 

It has held nine meetings - of u ^ 3ted ^ secured written 

of a special questionnaire Jl staf f OPD, Assistant 

reports from the Assistant Chi f S of Air sta ff-2, Asais- 

Chief of Staff, G- 2, £®| l3 F director of Intelligence, ASP, 
tant Chief of Staff, * TTnit and Director, Special Plan- 
Director, Strategic Serv Special Staff. Copies of these 

ning Division, ? ar ^®P?^ m ^soe?t?on: In addition, the 
reports are ava J;5; ab V* testimony of Major General Clayton 

committee took the formal y G „ 2 , War Department General. 

Bissell (Assistant Assistant Military 

\ Staff); Mr. Willia m Z. /acksoiM,iorm^ Tntelligence 

Attache for Air in 
Branch of G-2, ETO) 

Planning Group , 0S£ 

European Theater) q . . 1VI 

(Deputy Chief SI Branch, SSU ) ; wr 
l Deputy Wfllfikar serv 


TS^uty Chief SI ( S a n Weickfr ; Actta* 

Kingman Douglas (Mr. Wei eke: r Director of Intelligence ox 

A-2 of . the Eighth Air Fo representative at the Mr 

USSTAF, and Mr. Douglas as AAP rep se CExecutiv9 Officer 

Ministry In London); Colonel ^f^SeSy G -2, AGP); 

of SSU); Cdonei Gordon B. Rog rs U Joiat stratefeiC 

Ltl General Stanley D. Etabick McCormack (Special Assistant 
TO Secretary^ of Intellig-ce.^hd^o^ 

f f re the°So»lSe e e ht!™ r0 ui‘ inf ornal convera^gA^ 

r, . ,_..a .* ■ 
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If such a program is successfully carried out, 
there will be assembled under the direct control of the 
Interim Activities Director all personnel controlled 
by the War Department who are engaged in foreign espionage 
and counter-espionage activities, whom it i 3 desired to 
transfer to the Central Intelligence Agency, and It will 
be possible to coordinate their various activities until 
such time as their transfer to the central Intelligence 
Agency can be effected. In the event that higher authority 
finally decides not to create a Central Intelligence 
Agency, the personnel so controlled by the Interim Acti- 
vities Director should be then transferred to the direct 
control and administration of the Assistant Chief of 
Staff, G-2. 


* 
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REPORT OF THE LOVETT COMMITTEE 


The committee took its duties very seriously and_ 
was ready with its preliminary report scarcely a week after 
it had first been convened. The fact that its reasoned 
conclusions could be unanimously presented in such a brief 
time is an indication of the degree to which the idea of 
a centralized intelligence service had gained acceptance. 


A close comparison of the committee 1 s recommenda- 
tions with the final proposal of the Secretaries to the 
President and the Presidential directive establishing the 
HIA is well worth while. A major and very important differ- 
ence appears where the committee recommends that the Central 
Intelligence Agency should be supported by an Independent 
budget. The Secretaries recommended that funds should be 
drawn from tlx© various departments 9 and th$i# recommendation, 
was implicitly carried out in the Presidential directive. 

jjiig T -r ri i i n , provision was the result of a compromise 

with a very different plan presented by Alfred McCormack, 
Special Assistant to the Secretary of State. His plan Is 
Included in this collection immediately following the report 
of the Lovett Committee. 
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